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Welcome to you all as we gather for worship today. It is the final Sunday in the season of 

Creation and fittingly is also falls on the Saints day for St Francis, the patron saint of animals 

and the natural environment. St Francis was famous for establishing a monastic order that 

multiplied across Italy and was marked by the rule of poverty, chastity and obedience. He 

sought himself to love and imitate Christ and encouraged his followers to see Christ in every 

person, and all of creation reflecting God. One of the most familiar legends associated with 

describes how one day, while Francis was travelling with some companions, they happened 

upon a place in the road where birds filled the trees on either side. Francis told his 

companions to "wait for me while I go to preach to my sisters the birds." The birds surrounded 

him, intrigued by the power of his voice, and not one of them flew away. He is often portrayed 

with a bird, typically in his hand. In celebration of St Francis and birds- a poem from a fellow 

creature- lover, prayer-maker Australian artist Leunig, “We give thanks for birds”. 

Dear God,  

We give thanks for birds. All types of birds. Small birds and 

large birds. Domestic fowl, migratory birds and birds of prey, 

hooting birds, whistling birds, shrikes, coloured parrots and 

dark darting wrens. Birds too numerous to mention. We pray 

for them all. 

We mourn the loss of certain species and pray for the 

deliverance of endangered ones. We pray, too, for farm birds, 

that they may be released from cruelty and suffering. 

We give thanks for eggs and feathers, for brave, cheerful songs in the morning and the 

wonderful haunting, night prayers of owls, mopokes, frogmouths and all nocturnal fowl. 

We praise the character of birds, their constancy, their desire for freedom, their flair for music 

and talent for flying. May we always marvel at the ability to fly. 

Especially we praise their disregard for human hierarchy and the ease with which they leave 

their droppings on the heads of commoners or kings regardless. 

Grant them fair weather, fresh food and abundant materials for building their nests in spring. 

Provide them too with perches and roosts with pleasant aspects. 

Dear God, guide our thoughts to the joy and beauty of birds. Feathered angels. May they always 

be above us. Amen! 

Don’t forget the blessing of the Animals, today at St Peter’s 10am and next week at the 

Combined Churches St Francis event (Sunday 11th) at Our Lady of Kapiti, 3-4pm.            Julie 

 

 A warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today. 



Readings: 4 October 11 October 18 October 

First Reading Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 Exodus 32:1-14 Exodus 33:12-23 

Epistle Phil 3:4b-14 Phil 4:1-9 1 Thess 1:1-10 

Gospel Matthew 21:33-46 Matthew 22:1-14 Matthew 22:15-22 

Sentence & Collect 
The Sentence of the Day: “The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul 
and enduring forever.” (Ps 19:7,9) 

The Collect of the Day: Jesus our Lord, you have taught us that judgement 
begins at the house of God; save us from our self-satisfaction, rigidity and 
corruption, so that we may stand ready to do your will in the name of Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord Amen 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 19 God is revealed both through the majesty of his creation, and in 
the word of the Lord which sustains and leads us to him. 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 The Lord God seals his covenant with the 
Israelites, in the third month of their flight from Egypt into the wilderness. 
Through Moses he delivers to them the ‘ten commandments’, laws governing 
their relationship with God and with each other. 

Philippians 3:4b-14 Paul describes his upbringing as a zealous and pharisaic 
Jew. He now values such status as nothing, compared to the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus as his Lord. He urges us to press on, and to share 
both Christ’s suffering and the power of His resurrection. 

Matthew 21:33-46 Jesus’ parable of a vineyard leased to wicked tenants, 
who render none of the fruits of their harvest to the rightful owner. The 
scribes and Pharisees recognise that Jesus is attacking their stewardship of 
the people of Israel but are afraid to act against him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Notices 

 
BCP Eucharist Today (4th Oct) at 8.00am St Mark’s Church. See you there! 

Evensong  At St Mark’s on Sunday 11 October at 5pm, All welcome! 

Pet Blessing Service St Peter’s today at 10am, and Sunday 11th 3pm at the 
Combined Churches St Francis Celebration event, Our Lady of Kapiti Church, 
Paraparaumu. Invite your friends, family and neighbours. 

Prayer Quilts 

Prayer Quilts are not earnt.  They are available for anyone who needs prayer 
for whatever reason.  Recipients can be anyone from anywhere - this 
ministry is not restricted to Kapiti Anglican parish.  Please call Barbara for a 
chat if you have questions. 

Enrolled to Vote In The General Election?                                        
In September we will have a Sunday in each Church promoting enrolling to 
vote.  There will be forms available to fill out if you are not already on the roll 
to vote.  Please note that you can no longer enrol on the day of the election. 

Beautiful Things Sale 
This major fundraiser for the year will happen on Saturday December the 5th, 

in the Parish Hall. We are asking parishioners to each donate something 

beautiful for this sale, remembering that beauty is in the eye of the beholder! 

It could be anything that you count as beautiful that someone else might also 

see as such and want to buy. It could be a piece of furniture, a small treasure, 

knitting, craft, art, china, a vase, a plant, a model, a piece of jewellery, 

preserves and even baking. You may like to attach a note with approx. value, if 

you know it, so our sellers have an idea otherwise we are pretty good at 

finding current market values for things.  Items can be brought to the office. 

Thank you for your support with this. 

 

             Women’s Fellowship (AAW / MU)   

Thursday 8 October at 2.00pm in the Lounge at St Paul’s.  

We will begin with a short service, followed by discussion, and a time of 

sharing and fellowship over afternoon tea. Please come along and join us 

and bring along a small plate to share. 

We extend a warm welcome to all women in the parish. 

If you need help with transport or have any questions or comments, please 

contact Ann Desmond (anndesmond4@gmail.com / 022 494 175) or 

Barbara Bonifant (bjbonifant@gmail.com / 021 023 80566) 
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Nepal Floods 
Donate to the Nepal Flood Link  
Or if you would like to donate by bank transfer, please use the following: 
Account Name: Anglican Missions Board, Account Number: 02-0585-
0001796-00, Reference: NEPAL 
Note: for a tax receipt for bank account donation, please email your 
name/parish and donation amount to sharon@anglicanmissions.org.nz. 
Please give generously and hold the people of Nepal in your prayers. 
Your gift will be directed through our trusted partner Tearfund, so it reaches 
families quickly and effectively. 
Immediate Response Priorities Are: 
The First Stage Will Focus On Lifesaving And Life-Restoring Support Which 
Includes: 

• Food and safe drinking water for families cut off by damaged roads and 
bridges. 

• Emergency shelter and essential household items for people who have 
lost their homes. 

• Health care, sanitation and hygiene support to reduce the risk of 
waterborne disease. 

• Protection and pastoral care for grieving families, displaced people, 
children and responders. 

• Recovery support as needs shift toward livelihoods, repairs and longer-
term rebuilding. 

 
 

 

Parish Directory 
Vicar/Pastoral: Ven. Julie Rokotakala 021 118 3657 julie@kapitianglican.org.nz  

St Mark’s: Rev. Rota Stone 027 2092 202  rotina@yahoo.com  

St Peter’s: Rev. Lynda Wards 027 714 6135 lyndawardsnz@gmail.com 

Children and Families: Rev Fiona Thomson 021 442 676 fee@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Prayer—Lynda 027 714 6135 lyndawardsnz@gmail.com 

Parish Prayer Chain – Jackie Smith 022 038 4116 adjanz0190@gmail.com   

Home Groups: Kathleen Fleck (04) 298 5630 kathleen.fleck@xtra.co.nz 

Wardens: Paul Bull & Sharmla David 021 0256 7570 sccdavid10@gmail.com 

 Treasurer: Paul Bull  treasurer@kapitianglican.org.nz 

Parish Admin: Vickie Riceman (04) 904 7300 office@kapitianglican.org.nz 

Playgroup: Vanessa Higgs  playgroup@kapitianglican.org.nz  

Online Services or Prayer   https://anglicanmovement.nz/churchonline/#services  

www.kapitianglican.org.nz   Library— https://kapitianglicans.libib.com/ 

Parish Office open: Tues to Fri 9-12noon      Tel: 04 904 7300 

 

Prayer Chain 
Contact Jackie Smith on 022 0384 116 or email adjanz0190@gmail.com   

 

Morning Prayer Tues-Fri via Zoom 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/703543297?pwd=Ih3NztJZChUTEWTL9T555djbesorsQ.1 
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