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Welcome to worship this morning and a special welcome to those who are visiting 
with us today. May God meet with you in this sacred space.   

I have been really wrestling with the readings this week, particularly the Old 
testament reading from Genesis with Abraham being asked by God to sacrifice his 
son Isaac. We are told that God tested Abraham saying, “Take your son, your only 
son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” What a terrible 
thing. What kind of God would demand such a thing? We should be disturbed and 
distressed. 

Through the centuries Muslim, Jewish and Christian scholars have tried without 
success to find a reason God would ask such a thing.  All the stated reasons- 
obedience, the need for sacrifice in the live of faith, the test of devotion, all feel 
very inadequate in the face of what God asks. One thing is for sure the story has 
kicked off a more than 5000-year-old unresolved conversation about obedience, 
sacrifice and the cost of faith. I am bothered by the fact that this request comes in 
a setting when child sacrifice was common practise. So, Abraham may well have 
believed that this God he followed was like every other God demanding human 
sacrifice- but perhaps that enhances Abraham’s faith response that God would 
provide a lamb for the sacrifice- but then, he still puts Issac on the altar and pulls 
his knife... terrifying! 

 It is interesting that one of the Jewish Midrash (stories wrapped around scripture 
to help shine light) asks the question- where is Sarah when this happens? Rivkah 
Lubitch’s midrash tells the story that God demanded the same of Sarah and she 
said “No! a mother does not slaughter her children” and by that response she 
passes the” test”. When she awoke to find Abraham and Isaac gone, she realised 
that God must have spoken to Abraham at the same time, she intercedes, crying 
out to God for her husband and son and at that moment, the angel of God calls 
out, “Abraham, Abraham, do not lay your hand on the boy”. Thus, the midrash 
says, all three are saved  

Whilst we don’t see Midrash as God’s authoritative word, this story reminds us that 
the life of faith is an ongoing conversation with God. We see this in action in 
Abraham’s life multiple times and right through Scripture as outcomes are 
changed by intercession, by conversations with God.  It is reassuring that we can 
wrestle and contend with God in prayer as we work out our faith, trusting that God 
will always provide what we need.  

Julie 



Readings: 28 June 5 July 12 July 

First Reading Genesis 22:1-12 Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 Genesis 25:19-34 

Epistle Romans 6:12-23 Romans 7:15-25a Romans 8:1-11 

Gospel Matthew 10:40-42 Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

Sentence & Collect 
The Sentence of the Day: “I trusted in your steadfast love O Lord, and my 
heart shall rejoice in your salvation.” (Ps 13:5) 

The Collect of the Day:   God of hospitality, even a glass of water given in 
your name is rewarded beyond measure; so, fill our hearts with love that we 
welcome all in your name, through Jesus Christ who is alive with the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 13 When those in distress cannot find their God, they must yet 
continue to seek Him, for through His steadfast love the Lord will bring 
salvation. 

Genesis 22:1-14 God had earlier promised that through Sarah’s son, 
Abraham would become “the father of many nations”. God now tests 
Abraham’s faith by instructing him to offer his son Isaac up as a burnt 
offering to God, and Abraham sets out to obey. He is reprieved at the last 
moment, after the Lord has witnessed the depth of Abraham’s faith. 

Romans 6:12-23 Through faith in Christ we are dead to sin and alive to God 
in Jesus. As we are freed from sin, it no longer controls our actions, and we 
are granted the gift of eternal life. 

Matthew 10:40-42 Jesus instructs the Twelve before sending them out on 
their first mission. Any who welcome them are effectively welcoming Jesus; 
and in welcoming Jesus they are welcoming the Father who sent him and will 
receive their due reward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Notices 

Eco Tip for July – Why plant a tree this Winter 
What do you do if you find a dead or sick native animal?Did you know that the 

Department of Conservation (DoC) is interested if you find a dead, sick or injured native 

animal? Recently, one of the eco-church committee members found an unusual bird 

had died on his driveway. He rang DoC, who identified it as a fairy prion, which is 

classified as “at risk” in NZ. The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) wants to know if 

you find multiple sick or dead birds or animals, amongst other things (see below). Here 

is a reference of contacts who can help with all sorts of biosecurity or conservation 

concerns. If you want, cut it out of the newsletter and stick it on the fridge. You never 

know when it might come in handy! 

MPI/Biosecurity New Zealand 

-Exotic pest and disease hotline 0800 80 99 66 

-Also contact MPI to report illegal fishing, logging or 

ag. animal welfare 0800 008 333 

DOC Department of Conservation  

-Conservation emergencies (24/7 hotline): 0800 DOC 

HOT 0800 362 468 

-General enquiries: 0800 ASK DOC, 0800 275 362  

Greater Wellington Regional Council (help to ID and control pests) 0800 496 734 

Kāpiti Coast District Council (local environmental management) 0800 486 486 

Forest & Bird National Office (support conservation projects) 0800 200 064 
Don’t forget to get in touch with your Ecochurch team if you would like to help with the 

various creation care projects we have on the go! 

St Paul’s Memorial Garden Planting Day 
10 July – Mark your diary - Thanks to some the 

generosity of parishioners, we will have beautiful 

plants ready for the St Pauls Memorial Garden in July. 

We plan to have a planting day on Friday 10 July 

(Matariki Holiday), 9 am-12 noon; morning tea 

provided. During the week before the 10th, we will 

spread compost over the parts of the garden that 

need it. Please let me know if you are willing to help 

with the compost spreading and/or digging (Irene, 

ti.parminter@xtra.co.nz or ph. 021 902 342) or just turn 

up on the 10th. It will be (mostly) easy digging – the soil is sandy. Bring your own spade 

and garden gloves. If you cannot dig, you are most welcome to come along and 

encourage the planters. Please pray for fine weather. Thank you!  

St Peter’s Small Group 
Starting from Thursday 2nd July, 2pm in St Peter’s Church.  We will be 

meeting to encourage and build up each other’s faith 

Celtic Christianity 
St Peter Church Saturday 18 July 5-7pm.  All welcome for worship, 

discussion, sharing, supper.  Focus is on St Columba and Iona.   

Contact Lynda for more info. 



 

Invest in Your Relationship: The Alpha Marriage Course 
Every marriage needs a tune-up now and then. Whether you have been 

married for one year or fifty, or if you are preparing for marriage, the 
Alpha Marriage Course offers a practical way to strengthen your bond. 

Over seven Wednesday nights, you will discover essential tools to build a 
healthy, lifelong relationship. The course covers vital topics like 

communication, conflict resolution, the power of forgiveness, and making each 
other feel loved.  There is no group discussion. You will sit at a private table for 

two, enjoying refreshments while watching engaging video presentations and chatting 
privately with your partner. Your privacy is fully respected. 

• Where: Parish Hall, St Paul’s Church, 1 Langdale Ave, Paraparaumu 
• When: Wednesday nights, July 29 to September 9, 2026 
• Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
• Cost: Free (donations welcome for course materials) 

Space is limited to ensure a comfortable atmosphere for all couples. Give your 
relationship the time and space it deserves this winter. 
Register today to secure your table. Sign up at office@kapitianglican.org.nz or visit our 
website: www.kapitianglicans.org.nz to sign up. 

Coming up:  Belonging       Growing      Fundraising 
• Enquirers/ First steps Course- According to demand. See Clergy if you are interested 

• Car Rally (dep. on fuel crisis)- moved to October 17 

• A "Beautiful Things" Sale. Term 4. We welcome donations of Beautiful things of any 

kind- we are asking every parishioner to donate one beautiful thing.  It may be an 

item of Jewellery, clothing, an accessory, a piece of china, pottery, silverware, 

linen, fabric, art, furniture, a treasure. You may want to wait and bake something 

beautiful for the day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Parish Directory 

Vicar/Pastoral: Ven. Julie Rokotakala 021 118 3657 julie@kapitianglican.org.nz  

St Mark’s: Rev. Rota Stone 027 2092 202  rotina@yahoo.com  

St Peter’s: Rev. Lynda Wards 027 714 6135 lyndawardsnz@gmail.com 

Children and Families: Rev Fiona Thomson 021 442 676 fee@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Prayer—Lynda 027 714 6135 lyndawardsnz@gmail.com 

Parish Prayer Chain – Jackie Smith 022 038 4116 adjanz0190@gmail.com   

Home Groups: Kathleen Fleck (04) 298 5630 kathleen.fleck@xtra.co.nz 

Wardens: Paul Bull & Sharmla David 021 0256 7570 sccdavid10@gmail.com 

 Treasurer: Paul Bull  treasurer@kapitianglican.org.nz 

Parish Admin: Vickie Riceman (04) 904 7300 office@kapitianglican.org.nz 

Playgroup: Vanessa Higgs  playgroup@kapitianglican.org.nz  

Online Services or Prayer   https://anglicanmovement.nz/churchonline/#services  

www.kapitianglican.org.nz   Library— https://kapitianglicans.libib.com/ 

Parish Office open: Tues to Fri 9-12noon      Tel: 04 904 7300 

 

Prayer Chain 
Contact Jackie Smith on 022 0384 116 or email adjanz0190@gmail.com   
Morning Prayer Tues-Fri via Zoom 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/703543297?pwd=Ih3NztJZChUTEWTL9T555djbesorsQ.1 

St Mark’s Prayer Meeting – Wednesdays 7pm 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81107899814?pwd=vew7FXHO1UJjEOfapNQD8Oo0P63FWX.1 
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